Celiac plexus block following high-dose opiates for chronic noncancer pain in a four-year-old child.
This is the first case report documenting the use of a neurolytic celiac plexus block for relieving chronic noncancer pain in a pediatric patient. The child was a 4-yr-old male with an unknown form of inflammatory bowel disease since 1 yr of age. Chronic abdominal pain became a problem at 3 yr of age, following multiple bowel resections; continuous intravenous narcotic administration was implemented for pain control. The patient's pain became refractory to high-dose morphine administration (maximum dose, 267 mg/kg/day, iv), and, for that reason, a CT-guided neurolytic celiac plexus block was performed. This procedure resulted in improved pain control along with a major reduction in narcotic use to 7 mg/kg/day of morphine.